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After a cold and snowy start to the 
year I welcome you all to the Mercy 
Ships UK Spring Bulletin for 2010. 

First I would like to say that though like many 
charities in the UK 2009 was  a  tough year for 
fundraising, we were blessed with amazing 
donations, gifts in kind, and support from 
everyone. We are enormously grateful for those 
who continue to support us regularly, and those 
new supporters who have started to support 
the services  we  offer to those so much  in  need 

I hope you will enjoy catching up on the  S0 • 

Benin field service, and look forward, with us, 
to the work  we  shall be doing with the people 
of Togo  in  2010. Access to health care  in  West 
Africa remains substandard and nowhere is 
this more true than  in  Togo. There, an estimated 
70% of the population live on less than £2 
a  day. From these figures you can see why 
your support is so much needed to make  a 
difference to the lives of so man  . 

This is an exciting time for us here in the 
UK  as  Donovan and Mae Palmer and family 
(adopted Brits!) take up their role, once 
again, of leadership on the Africa Mercy, 
as  Managing Director and Administrative 
Assistant. We know that you will join with all 
of us  in  wishing them every blessing. They 
will be following Ken and Ann Berry who have 
been strong in leadership of the Africa Mercy 
and great friends of all here in the UK. Ken 
goes to take up  a  post at the IOC in Texas. 
You will find  a  contribution from Donovan 
inside this edition. 

We also feature one of our Board of Trustees, 
Henry Clarke, our Company Secretary; 
supply you with  a  poster on the reverse of the 
Bulletin with our events diary: and introduce 
you to Christine Hartley, our new Community 
Fundraiser for the South West. So lots to 
keep you truly involved. 

Once again on behalf of the Board and Staff 
I thank you for your ongoing friendship and 
huge support. 

God Bless, 

Judy Polkinhorn (Mrs) 
Executive Director Mercy Ships UK 
Vice President National Offices 
Mercy Ships International 
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Hundreds of well-wishers lined up to 
welcome the Africa Mercy hospital 
ship and her crew into the Port City 
of Lome, Togo, to begin  a  six-month 
assignment in the countr 

This is the fourth visit by a Mercy Ship to Togo 
in the past twenty years The West African 
nation of Togo ranks among the world poorest 
countries — currently 159th out of 182 nations 
tracked by the 2009 Human Development 
Index. Access to health care is inadequate or 
unaffordable. Out of every 1,000 live births, 
140 children will die before the age of five, life 
expectancy is only 58 years, and there is only 
one doctor for every 28,500 people. 

During the hospital ship's six-month 
assignment in port, hundreds of volunteers 
from around the world will carry out a 
wide range of medical and community 
development services. 

Surgeries to be offered by Mercy Ships 
include rnaxillo-facial, cleft hp and palate, 
tumours, flesh-eating noma, cataracts, 
obstetric fistula, and orthopaedic cases. 
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The Mercy Vision project arms to help reduce 
the number of blind people in Togo, and will 
provide over 1,500 specialised surgeries to 
correct blindness  due to cataracts, as well as 
over 100 surgeries to correct blindness due 
to pterygium. 

Off ship teams will also set up dental clinics in 
local communities to treat over 5,000 people 
affected by tooth decay. infections of the 
mouth and small oral lesions. 

L II services are offered at no charge to 
patients, thanks mostly to the many donors 
who support the ongoing work of Mercy Ships 
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Henry Clarke says: "You don't have to be a 
doctor, surgeon, ship's captain or marine 
engineer to be caught up in the exhilaration 
of serving with Mercy Ships! I am none 
of these... but it was the compelling and 
compassionate work of this extraordinary 
ministry of hope and healing that caught 
my imagination way back in 1978 when the 
first ship of mercy, the M/V Anastasis, was 
acquired through a massive step of faith 
and after much prayer. 

Fourteen years ago I made a commitment to 
Mercy Ships, which I know I shall never regret, 
to take up an invitation to become one of the 
founding Trustees of Mercy Ships UK. Since 
then I have had the privilege of contributing 
my time and business skills to help advance 
the cause of Mercy Ships. As Company 
Secretary I have the responsibility for legal 
compliance and governance issues regarding 
the charity, which some may consider rather 
boring and incidental, but is essential for the 
effectiveness of the work we do for Mercy 
Ships here in the UK. 

It has been a delight to witness the growth 
of Mercy Ships and for me to have had some 
small part to play in assisting the vision of 
the Africa Mercy project become a wonderful 
reality. In this one project alone I have seen 
God's hand of provision on Mercy Ships in 
ways that could not be imagined. 
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